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WHAT IS PAROLE? 


Parole is a conditional release from 
prison. Offenders who are granted parole 
complete their full sentence while under 
supervision in the community. 


WHY PAROLE? 


lt works. It costs the taxpayer less and it 
is more humane for parolees to be Supervised 
in the community than to have them serve 
their full term in prison. Ontario parole has a 
consistently high success rate — 70 per cent 
complete their parole period. Approximately 
three per cent are terminated for further 
conviction. The balance are revoked for 
failing to comply with their parole conditions. 
Such violations are dealt with promptly. 


WHAT IS ONTARIO PAROLE? 


Offenders who have been sentenced toa 
term of up to two years less a day are sent to 
provincial correctional institutions and are 
the paroling responsibility of the Ontario 
Board of Parole. Those sentenced to longer 
terms are sent to a federal penitentiary and 
become the paroling responsiblity of the 
National Board of Parole. Information in this 
brochure deals only with the Ontario system, 
which has been in existence since 1910. 


WHOIS ELIGIBLE? 


Offenders who have served one-third of 
their sentences are eligible for parole 
consideration. Those sentenced to six 
~ months or more are automatically scheduled 
to be seen by the Board. Those sentenced to 
less than six months must apply in writing to 
the Board for parole consideration. 
Approximately 40 per cent of those who are 
considered by the Board are granted parole. 


WHO IS ON THE BOARD? 


The Ontario Board of Parole has both full- 
time members and a large number of 
community members, appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council. Full-time 
members have broad correctional experience. 
Community members across the province are 
selected for their particular expertise and 
community involvement. Administratively, the 
Board is divided into five regions. When 
hearings are held at any of the 45 institutions 
across Ontario, three members are required to 
constitute a quorum of the Board. 


WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF 
THE HEARING? 


The hearing gives offenders an 
opportunity to present their individual plans 
in person. It enables the Board to assess 
readiness for release by weighing 
documented information with what offenders 
have to Say. 


WHAT HAPPENS PRIOR TO 
THE HEARING? 


Offenders are encouraged to work with 
parole officers who act as co-ordinators 
between the community and the institution in 
developing plans for release. Satisfactory 
educational plans and any recommended 
counselling or treatment are important 
considerations. All plans are investigated and 
confirmed through reports prepared by 
probation and parole personnel. 


WHAT HAPPENS AT THE HEARING? 


Board members prepare a case study on 
each offender from the appropriate files and 
reports which have been submitted from a 
variety of sources — probation and parole 
personnel, halfway houses, social agencies, 
institutions, relatives and employers. 


During each hearing, members of the Board 
interview Offenders regarding their: 


e offence — the nature and circumstances; 
e previous Criminal involvement; 


e insight into past actions and recognition 
of responsibilities; 


e action plan to change; 
e behavior in the institution; 


e behavior on any previous community 
supervision; 


e involvement in the Temporary Absence 
Program; 


¢ community and family support; 
e release plans; 


e relevant professional / medical 
assessments. 


HOW ARE PAROLE DECISIONS 
MADE? 


Based on an evaluation of all relevant 
information, the Board arrives at aconsensus 
to grant or deny parole. If, inthe opinion of the 
Board, it is unlikely that the offender poses a 
threat to society and that the offender is 
genuinely prepared to act responsibly under 
Supervision in the community, the Board will 
grant parole with appropriate conditions. If 
‘the Board does not feel that an offender is 
ready to assume parole responsibilities, it will 
deny parole. If further information is required, 
the Board will defer its decision until a later 
date. 


WHAT HAPPENS ON PAROLE? 


When inmates are released on parole, 
they serve the remaining portion of their 
sentence under the Supervision of a 
probation/parole officer. Parole is conditional 
freedom. Parolees must abide by the 
following standard conditions: 


e report immediately to the parole 
Supervisor and remain under Supervision 
thereafter; 


e obey the law and keep the peace; 


e report as required to the parole supervisor 
or to the local police force; 


e refrain from associating with any person 
who is engaged in criminal activity or, 
unless approved by the parole supervisor, 
with any person who has a criminal 
record; 


e remain in Ontario; 


e notify the Board or the parole supervisor 
of any change of address or employment. 


Specific conditions that are designed to 
assist parolees in successfully completing 
their parole may also be imposed by the 
Board. 


Offenders should be aware that failure to 
comply with any conditions can result in the 
Board authorizing their re-arrest and 
immediate incarceration, with a parole review 
hearing to follow. 


WHY DOES PAROLE WORK? 


Parole helps and encourages offenders 
to become law-abiding citizens, to support 
their families, and to meet their legal and 
social obligation as members of the 
community. It has proven to be an effective, 
humane and economic investment. Seventy 
percent ofall parolees successfully complete 
their parole. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
ABOUT ONTARIO PAROLE 
CONTACT: 


Office of the Chairman 
Ontario Board of Parole 
2195 Yonge Street 

2nd Floor 

Toronto, Ontario 

M4S 2B1 


Telephone: (416) 963-0368 


NEED MORE INFORMATION? 


If you need more information about 
Ontario’s correctional system, contact: 


Communications Branch 
Ministry of Correctional Services 
2001 Eglinton Avenue East 
Scarborough, Ontario 

MiL 4P1 


For general information telephone: 
(416) 750-3333 


OTHER PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE: 


e Corrections in Ontario 


e Institutional Programs 


e Community Programs 


e Careers in Corrections 


e Volunteering 


e Young Offenders 
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